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Howard, Elizabeth Metzger BEFORE THE SUN GOES DOWN Doubleday, Doran 
$2.75 


* Any outline of this many panelled story of a Pennsylvania town in tne '80's 
would sound like many another story taking the reader behind the scenes, showing how 

the upper crust - the "best people" lived, and how life wasn't all glitter even for 

them; showing too how the other half lived - and that there were glimpses of glory 
even in poverty and degradation. But somehow it isn't like any other book. It's Not 
éreat literature - it is overwritten and padded and labors the point at times. But it 
is alive. Ant the people - for the most part - breathe. You see the barriers of 

arbitrary social divisions beginning to break down; you see old shibboleths cracking 

and breaking; you see, from small town angles, big town problems of racial division. 

And focus for all in the town, good and bad, is Dr. Dan Field, who had silently loved 
Pris all their lives in Willowsprings, Dr. Dan who served the people in Mudtown with 
even greater passion than the people in the big houses, Dr. Dan who helped both sides 
understand each other. It is his story, and that of Bert who would be a doctor, and 
Sammy who was just like his father, and Ray who was some day going to know all there 
was to know. aA book with a real chance. Winner of the $20,000 Doubleday, MGM:-prize 


novel award. 


PROBLEMATICAL POOKS 
January 18 


Dornford THE HOUSE THAT BERRY BUILT Putnam 
‘$2.50 
Berry, Jonah, Boy, Daphne and Jill all together, after turning Whiteladies 
over to their country, look for land in the French Pyreness on which to build a dream-— 
house. These are their detailed experiences with their problems, as they quarry out 
the mountain, lay foundations, find the proper installations, discuss with their neigh- 
bors and workmen each new ideas During the long period of housebuilding and furnishing, 
they are on the track of the man who killed one of their best friends, and with the 
house a fait accompli, and this war beginning, they round off their case against the 
killer and see justice done. For the followers of Jonah & Co. and Kerry © Co., these 
further, if more subdued, adventures of the Englishmen who make light of difficult 
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N Doubleday, Doran 
$2.50 
This is the story of a small frightened man, Cole Rives, who didn't mind 
buttering up to old man Ferrin if it meant a job - and who was fertile soil for the 
old man's reactionary fanaticisms. It is the story, too, of Hal Robey, who had once 
found marriage to old man Perrin's daughter, Louise, the path of least resistance to } 
security, but who had reached a point where he couldn't stomach being the old man's 


5 


A 


ti 


MacDuffie, Laurette STONE IN 


C 


- 496 - { 
\ 











BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service se 38 Bank Street | 
mi IRMA agers ge 08089 


Vol. XIII November 15, 1945 No. 22 
| 
ric Ti ee P| 

A DARK HORSE 

vanuary 24 | 
} 
Howard, Elizabeth Metzger BEFORE THE SUN GOES DOWN Doubleday, Doran 
$2.75 


* Any outline of this many panelled story of a Pennsylvania town in tne '80's 
would sound like many another story taking the reader behind the scenes, showing how 

the upper crust - the "best people" lived, and how life wasn't all glitter even for 

them; showing too how the other half lived - and that there were glimpses of glory 
even in poverty and degradation. But somehow it isn't like any other book. It's Not 
éreat literature - it is overwritten and padded and labors the point at times. But it 
is alive. Ant the people - for the most part - breathe. You see the barriers of 

arbitrary social divisions beginning to break down; you see old shibboleths cracking 

and breaking; you see, from small town angles, big town problems of racial division. 

And focus for all in the town, good and bad, is Dr. Dan Field, who had silently loved 
Pris all their lives in Willowsprings, Dr. Dan who served the people in Mudtown with 
even greater passion than the people in the big houses, Dr. Dan who helped both sides 
understand each other. It is his story, and that of Bert who would be a doctor, and 
Sammy who was just like his father, and Ray who was some day going to know all there 
was to know. aA book with a real chance. Winner of the $20,000 Doubleday, MGM:-prize 


novel award. 


PROBLEMATICAL POOKS 
January 18 


Dornford THE HOUSE THAT BERRY BUILT Putnam 
‘$2.50 
Berry, Jonah, Boy, Daphne and Jill all together, after turning Whiteladies 
over to their country, look for land in the French Pyreness on which to build a dream-— 
house. These are their detailed experiences with their problems, as they quarry out 
the mountain, lay foundations, find the proper installations, discuss with their neigh- 
bors and workmen each new ideas During the long period of housebuilding and furnishing, 
they are on the track of the man who killed one of their best friends, and with the 
house a fait accompli, and this war beginning, they round off their case against the 
killer and see justice done. For the followers of Jonah & Co. and Kerry © Co., these 
further, if more subdued, adventures of the Englishmen who make light of difficult 


Yates, 





tasks. 
January <4 


any 


r 
asad 


Ii 
3 


N Doubleday, Doran 
$2.50 
This is the story of a small frightened man, Cole Rives, who didn't mind 
buttering up to old man Ferrin if it meant a job - and who was fertile soil for the 
old man's reactionary fanaticisms. It is the story, too, of Hal Robey, who had once 
found marriage to old man Perrin's daughter, Louise, the path of least resistance to } 
security, but who had reached a point where he couldn't stomach being the old man's 


5 


A 


ti 


MacDuffie, Laurette STONE IN 


C 


- 496 - { 
\ 





——— ee 








November 15, 1945 Fiction -497- 


messenger boy. And finally, it is the story of how the old man tried to inject anti- 
semitism into a southern town where there was_no ground for making it an issue. His 
anti-semitism was a sop-to his own so-called Christian piety, and for once the issue 
failed to take fire, and the venture in establishing a resort hotel with "restricted 
clientele” was an abortive gesture. An unpalatable tale, with unlikable and uncon- 
vincing people against an unreal background. I found it dull reading. 


January 24 22 


Davis, Clyde Brion THE STARS INCLINE Farrar & Rinehart 


| $2.75 
Report repeated from page 405 of the September 15th bulletin when the title 
was scheduled for fall publication. "I still look back on the sense of discovery in 


reading Davis' first book, The Anointed, and the feeling of real promise implicit in 
that book. So there is a distinct feeling of shock to find that The Stars Incline is 
his ninth book - and once again, as in some of the others, it seems in the main auto- 
biographical. Just another novel about another newspaperman. ‘This one puts down his. 
early roots in Denver - there he met the girl he later married, andthe girl who really 
loved him for himself. There he won his chance to go on to bigger and better (7?) 
things. New York City, lost opportunities in Washington, passed over to give his wife 
a chance at her own career, an eventual break as he goes to Spain, then to North Africa 
and Italy. Divorce - invalided home - and the party at which he meets his ex-wife and 
her new husband and tells his insistent friends that he knows enough now to know he 
can't write a book about it. The story ends with his calling Joan in Denver. But the 
story is actually a turning back the pages of the past. The book has a ring of authen- 
ticity, it reflects many of the attitudes and moods of the years between the wars, the 
awakening of youth, fettered by the isolation of the mid-west (Nebraska) finding out 
what makes the world tick. Long passages dealing in stream of consciousness manner 
with his thought processes slow up the pace of the story, but give the book its basic 
soundness. It has that - and a certain vitality - if little originality. 


Jamey ee ayy 


Smith, Robert Paul BECAUSE OF MY LOVE Holt 
$2.00 
A logical buildup of violent emotional atmosphere, where there is an 
interesting interplay of outer.and inner. life, is overlaid with a veneer of the com- 
mapplace. to tell the story of Joe and Helen, New York office workers, who loved and 
married with always the cloud of Helen's inability to face change, to explain her dis- 
like and fear of her father. Joe feels he has analyzed her peculiarities until he is 
unable to clear himself of the debts their marriage has brought and he goes into busi- 
ness with her father. He is happy in his relationship with the older man, but Helen's 
attitude permits no serenity, and when Helen's father is killed, Joe's problems are 
intensified. Helen suffers from extreme shock, the business is ruined, and there is 
the’ question of Helen's part in her father's death - which plagues Joe constantly. 
Tortured by his inquiry into her motives, actions, he forces himself to test her and 
is killed too. The stresses and strains of personality clashes, the crackup of a scar- 
red mentality, these have a reality -- but there is a certain feeling of drabness to 


mar the directness of the telling. 
Japuet¥ S50 fst 3 


Cockrell, Marian SOMETHING BETWEEN Harper 
$2.50 

Small town troubles for the story of the three Rossiter girls, their re= 

spective romances, and their longstanding feud with next door neighbor, Mrs. Moon. 
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Mrs. Moon had always wanted to get control of the Rossiter home place, was trying to 
spike the love affair of her son with the second Rossiter girl, and was trying to dis- 
credit Steve, newcomer, interested in Lily Rossiter, a widow. Austin, Lily's young 
son, intervenes in the affairs of his elders, resents Steve's interest in his mother 


and gets rid of him, and when Mrs. Moon is murdered, assists the police in finding the 
culprit. Retracting, at the close, Austin brings Steve and Lily together again. All 


in all, very busy - if inconsequential. 


January 30 
Y 


Harper 
P $2.00 
Now in November, published 1934, won the Pulitzer Award. A second novel, 
a book of verse, a volume of short stories over a ten year period show that Josephine 
Johnson refuses to be pigeon-holed as a writer of novels of social significance. Now 
comes this - again in different mood, - a perceptive, sensitive, but queerly intro- 
spective, almost morbid, psychological study of a girl growing up in an atmosphere 
hostile to any normal reactions. Left an orphan, Edith was taken by distant relatives, 
who revealed too plainly the shock in finding her a gawky adolescent, not a golden. 
haired little girl. Thrust into a hurt aloneness, she was unable to combat their with-— 
drawal from the world ~ and her adolescence was torture, her maturity - and chance to 
be herself - came too late. An unrelieved picture of fear, shyness, inversion - in- 


tensified by an atmosphere devoid of love. 


Johnson, Josephine W. WILDWOOD 


Three ~ Too Late 


Bodiey, R.V.C. THE GAY DESERTERS Creative Age 
$2.50 
Imitating the South Wind formula (strange names, stranger incidents and 
characters), this would be a bitter picture of the ungrateful refugee if it were a 
better book. Of the present day international set, who find nothing to praise, every- 
thing to criticize, deride, in the country that harbors them, of the attempts to rule | 
U. S. suburban society and the setbacks, of those who care for nothing but money or 
ease and plan to return to their old stamping grounds only for profit as soon as they 
can, while carrying on their affairs - and affatres-— in their old manner. To leaven 
this snobbish, selfish group, are those whose integrity brings them to aid, in what 
way they can, the country of their adoption and their homelands - with money, with any 
kind of patriotic contribution. This does not buttress Wind in the Sahara, since it 
doesn't quite come off in its intent, the broad eccentricities tending toward cari- 


cature rather than satire. (11/19) 





Silve, Claude EASTWARD IN EDEN Creative Age 
$2.50 
Fragility and tenderness for the fantasy of a little boy lost - and the 
new world he found of imagination and illusion from which he never returned. This is 
the story of Peter Green, a little French boy who was kidnapped by the gypsy, Aiello, 
and taken to an abandoned palace in the African sand dunes which Aiello used as a 
hideout, and which Peter believed to be his royal realm. There, in the care of fat, 
indulgent Benita, Peter found an Eden where nothing ever died and an enchantment he 
could never escape, even after his return to France where he wasted away - and died. 
There's poisnancy here, grace, if a lyricism perhaps too lacy for American tastes. 
(Publ. ) 





Lagerkvist, Par THE DWARF L. B. Fischer 
; $z.50 
Embodying the malevolence of maladjustment, the evil genius of thwarted 
ambition, a dwarf, of renaissance Italy, tells his story. Hating normal people, con- 
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temptuous of his Princess, losing his faith in his Prince, the warped little man gets 
his taste of power in a war waged adainst a neishboring principality, poisons the 
enemy as they treat for truce. On his own, he poisons his Princess’ lover, betrays 
her young daughter and the boy she loves, and brings about the death of the Princess 
As she strives for pardon. Told in the first person, there is the hysterical self- 
justification, uncontrolled resentment, implacable anger of a frustrated ego, the de- 
tailed picture of an Italian court with all its vice and color. Unusual, interpre- 
tive portrayal. 

DEAD GIVEAWAY 


January & 


CRETS CAN'T BE KEPT Macmillan 


7 


tT!) 
ie) 


Punshon, EF. R. 

: ba O0O0 

Inspector Bobby Owen, of the Wynch County CID, is confronted with plenty 
of Sossip but not many facts in the disappearance of one Ned Bloom, whose cluitfoot 
kept him from joining the police force, Ned's mysterious mother, an abortive theft 
of jewels, the finding of a Sirl's body, and a cache of petrol lead to further dis- 
coveries -— and confession thut cannot be used. Owen however is able to get proof - 
only to have his quarry perish. A slow, steady revealing of crime and its aftermath. 
(Originally scheduled for fall publication. Report repeated from page 280 of the June 
lst bulletin. ) 

January 10 
Coles, Manning THE FIFTH MAN Doubleday, Doran 
$2.00 

A Tommy Hambledon story in which he shares honors with a many aliased 
Briton whose past must keep him anonymous in the effort to sieve out the mastermind 
of a Nazi sabotage ring. Hambledon and his new aide have rousing fun leading the pro- 
Nazis on, but in turn are trapped by the envy of underlings, until Hambledon gets the 
man he wants. Da capo. (Crime Club.) 


January 156 ,~ 


Campbell, Harriette R. CRIME IN CRYSTAL Harper 
$2.00 
A new Simon Brade mystery - set in an English village and centering around 
the murder of Lady Lorrister, the squire's lady and the subject of much village gossip. 
The unravelling of the tangled web involves the exposure of a black market ring in fine 
fabrics, illegal distribution of drugs, and conflicts in personalities. Fair, 


January £4 


Burton, Miles ACCIDENTS TO HAPPEN Doubleday, Doran 
$2.00 
County crime for Desmond Merrion and Arnold of the Yard, when a series of 
deaths, unidentifiable as anything except accidental, remove the successive owners of 
an ancestral estate, threatened with conversion to a holiday playground for the 
populace. Two confessions remove the assumption of accident and settle the score - 
otherwise unsolved by the police. Bonafide British. 


30 


January 97 


Crane, Frances THE SHOCKING PINX HAT Random House 
$2.00 


Good story, if not strictly mystery, involving Patrick Abbott and his wife 
Jean as Pat outwits the San Francisco police in matters involving a crashed ear cum 
corpse, ghostly footsteps and disappearances, and emotional crofs currents generated 
by the dead man's widow, her brother whose wife is killed, the career woman with an 
eye for an accessible male, and a frightened boy. Reader on the inside makes this 


self-solving. 
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Note: Not a Must Pook in the lot. Not even any that seem sure sellers. We're rooting 
for Dr. Spock's excellent COMMON SENSE BCOK OF BABY AND CHILD CARE (Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce) - and it will be @ staunch itemfor a long time. Randall Gould's CHINA IN THE 
SUN (Doubleday) is newsworthy and factually stgnificant. And there's arepeat review 

on BATTLE REPORT (Farrar & Rinehart). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 


November £7 
Nichols, John T. & FISHES AND SHELLS OF THE PACIFIC WORLD Macmillan 
$2.50 





Bartsch, Paul 


A new volume in the Pacific World series which has proved its right to a 
permanent place in scientific libraries. An astounding number of the books of this 
series were sold for use by the armed forces in the Pacific, and interest has extended 
beyond the purely scientific market to a lay market. This is the first book of its 
kind, and the authors kave selected fishes and shells most widely distributed through 
the Pacific area, and made this virtually_a scientific catalogue - or dictionary - of 
the forms, their habits, origins, etc. People other than students of natural history 
would find the material repetitive - it is definitely a reference book rather than one 
for reading. But the 21s illustrations make it a valuable book for identification 
purposes. Nichols is_a curator at American Museum of Natural History; Dr. Bartsch is 
with the Smithsonian Institution. | 


AYINGS (Essential Books) Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Ge ~50 
A list of phrases, slogans and aphorisms with paragraphs explaining their 
origin, authors and use. The particular value lies in their immediacy; for general 
coverage there is no competition here with old standbyes such as Bartlett or Stevenson. 
but for colloquialisms, modernisms, and very personal choices such as MacArthur's "I 


~™ 


Woods, Henry F. - fd. AMERICAN 


Shall Return" - Roosevelt's "One Third of a Nation's the commander at Bastogne's suc- 
cinct "Nuts" in reply to a request for surrender etc., this will be useful. The 
arrangement is in chronological and topical order - political, civil, war, social, 


economic, .commercial, popular and so on. Unfortunately, there's a tendency to acce pt 
superficial scholarship in running down sources, which hurts the book from the angle 
of permanent use. 











December ?? 


Isherwood, Christopher-fd. VEDANTA FOR THE WESTERN WORLD Marcel Rodd 
$3.75 

The extent of interest in mysticism and allied esoteric interests is great- 
er than the general public realizes, and there has been singularly little published re- 
cently for that market. Here is a book which should help meet that demand, - a se- 
lection of essays from a periodical published in California, Vedanta and the West. 
Swami Prabhavananda is the editor and a number of the contributions are written by him. 
Other and perhaps more’ familiar names to the public not ordinarily interested in the 
philosophy of the Indian Scriptures and mystics include Gerald Heard, Aldous Huxley, 
Frederick Manchester, John van Druten, as well as Isherwood himself. The introduction 
goes into the basic ideas of man's divinity, the aim of human life, the essential 
agreement in all religions, and - through dialogue technique ~ Isherwood convinces 
himself (and presumably the reader) of the value in personal in-knowing, of the mysti- 
cal experience, of the use of yoda - and of the teachers back of the Order and the 
Missions for social service and the contemplative life. The 13 centers here - plus 
those interested in the subject - are the market. 
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Spock, Dr. Benjamin COMMON SENSE BOO¥Y OF BABY AND CHILD TARE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$3.00 

* This is the book to bring parents up to date on the bringing up of children. 

Here, for the firstTime, is a book of infant and child care which combines basic physi- 

cal and medical information with psychological interpretation, which makes available - 

and easily accessible - the evidence of the specialists (Gesell, Levy, etc.) and 

translates modern theory into the actuality of handling your child. Throughout there 


is a consideration of emotional factors - ignored by the standard texts, Bartlett and 
Holt, and more recently Bundesen. From the everyday practicalities - the right equip- 
ment -— the right clothes, on to feeding, breast and bottle, growth and development, 


first ailments and first habits, play activities, sleeping patterns, diet, etc, The 
one year old, the two year old, and on up with their specific age trends and needs. 
Disease and illnesses and what to do - or to let your doctor decide todo. ‘Special 
problems in the premature, the adopted or the handicapped child; the working mother; 
the nursery school; etc. And throughout, whether in relation to weaning, toilet train- 
ing, feeding, sex, the second child, schooling - the psychological and emotional im- 
plications are coordinated with the physical. Dr. Spock is never pedantic, never 
regimented, but reassuring, flexible and interpretative - approaching childhood and 
parenthood in terms of the maximum ease and enjoyment. Fully indexed. Amusingly 
illustrated in line. 

January 16 v 


Brown, Hilton RUDYARD KIPLING Harper 
53.00 
Sound critical analysis for the Kipling student market in which the author 
replies to the critics. Actually, the substance of the book adds little to previous 
biographies, but the author concentrates primarily on controversial aspects, bio- 
graphically and critically speaking, and in the main defends Kipling. An analysis 
of the three major early phases of Kipling's life; his unhappy childhood in Southsea, 
his stormy clash with literary London, and the trasgic-comedy of his American adven- 
ture. Underneath it all he reveals the Kipling that secretly smarted under public 
spotlight. The last section of the book is a cautious, sensible discussion of Kip- 
ling's style - though not its development - a cataloguing of his periods and character- 
istics. At times he seems sketchy and allusive -— sometimes he indulges in conjecture 
~ in the main it is substantial analysis, 


January z4 


Gould, Randall CHINA IN THE SUN Doubleday, Doran 
$3.50 
Twenty years spent in China'as a newspaper editor of The Shanghar Post 

and Mercury (and prior to that in sundry other capacities) has equipped Randall Gould 
to assess the situation in China competently. He has no illusions; he does not seen 
from pre-defined bias; he understands and likes the Chinese but is not blind to their 
limitations, though he is tolerant and understanding of their compromises with antawtid 
ity. I found the book packed with information of immediate importance and interest - 
and not readily accessible elsewhere: -— data on the extent to which industrial and 
agricultural development had gcne, relative figures on conditions in different parts 

of China, the collapse of the labor movement, the relation of China to surrounding 
countries and peoples and Chinese business and banking penetration, the Chinese mili- 
tary potential, missions and missionaries, and specific evidence of the multiplicity 
of ways in which "Uncle Sam" was taken for aride by the Chinese. There's a good deal 
of fact behind the personality problems of Stilwell, Chennault, ete. And there's a 
Clarification of much that is confusing in the relation of Kuomintang to the ninesia 
nial erg ee oes the one powerful, armed minority, the Communists. An inportant 
tees eee i iplici james and assumption o 
knowledge. But don't seuss it. ing, with multiplicity of n 
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January <4 


Leacock, Stephen BOY I LEFT BEHIND Doubleday, Doran 
ba .00 

An autobiographical fragment of the author's early life - in England, and 
in Canada, which embodies in a minor way his particular brand of humor and gentle wit 
but is more generously flavored with nostalgic sentiment for the invincibility of the 
boy he was. Portchester of mid-Victorian times, Ontario farming before scientific 
information and under an incompetent father, the awkwardness of acquiring a schooling, 
leading to the introduction of a tutor...and the results. The boys' attempts to con- 
quer poverty and achieve their own ambitions, Stephen's to finish his education with- 
out available funds. His teaching in order to earn money for the rest of his school- 
ing - and the happy ending of being offered a chance to combine work with further 
instruction. This fills in earlier mention of his youth and. combines a wryly touching 
backward look with perceptive comment on pedagogy, values and family relations. For 
the Leacock audience. 


Janvary a 2/28 
Welles, Winifred THE LOST LANDSCAPE Holt 


$2.75 

Family album, nostalgic, sentimental, fragmentary, as the author who died 
a year or so ago, looks back on the New England of her childhood, the parents and 
progenitors who conditioned and colored her baekground. Here are reminiscences of her 
two brothers, Sam with the crippled spine and the exuberant Neo, her parents, her 
grandfather, the twwn's leading citizen, Judge Hoyt. Here is the house they lived in, 
the attic with all its fascination and the diaries which recorded the times and the 
lives of the earlier Hoyts, Tracy and his several wives, Philip who was to die in the 
Civil War; Mary, whose gay girlhood was to fade in the sobriety of domesticity and 
church. Of personal concern rather than wide popular interest, this is nonetheless 
pleasing, delicate, lightly cast. To those who know Winifred Welles as a poet, the 
book has sure appeal. 


Jeauary 31 “+ bhryusare, > ¥ 


Karig, Com. Walter; Burton, Lt. Earl; BATTLE REPORT Farrar & Rinehart 
& Freeland, Lt. Stephen The Atlantic War $3.50 


This was originally scheduled for November publication and reported 


9/15/45:- "Volume II - the first dealt in meticulous detail with Pearl Harbor attack. 
This one is infinitely more interesting reading covering as it does - from official 


cluded the North Atlantic, the Arctic Seas, the @aribbean, the. coastwise and cross 
Atlantic battle against the wolf packs, the Mediterranean. The long struggle in which 
the American navy changed from the hunted to. the hunters. The story of great ships 
and small - of the Atlantic War won by escort carriers, destroyers, destroyer escorts, 
the necessities of alteration in organization, the new elements introduced with the 
leaseholds exchanged for the 50 old destroyers, the Greenland struggle, the occupation 
of Iceland and its results, the anti-submarine war in all its aspects, the patchwork 
of makeshift at the start, stories of the armed guards on merchant vessels, the con- 
voys, the patrol wing. And throughout, the part the Navy played in invasion - 
amphibious operations - Africa, Sicily, Salerno, Anzio, Normandy, Southern France - 
and, incongruously enough, the crossing of the Rhine. Odd bits of interesting data 
such as salvage projects in the Bay of Naples, building of ports on the beachheads, 


and so on. Much of the material can only now be told — much is still secret; there's 
frand pace of narrative, a lively sense of drama, and permanent value as a source 
book. The appendices include a section on the training program, the inclusion of 


women in the service, the list of naval vessels lost in the Atlantic War, of trans— 
ports, of awards. 
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Booth, Edward GOD MADE THE COUNTRY Knopf 
$2.50 

Another "postponed from fall" item - which we reported 9/15 as follows:- 
A series of essays dealings with great writers who have lived in the country and 
praised the simple life. He starts with Hesiod and his frugal but productive life in 
Beotia in the oth century BC; he follows the country gentlemen existence of Xenophon, 
Horace, Ausonius, Sidonius, Madame de Sevigne, Voltaire. Then the English rustics, 
Pope, Walpole, Bolingbroke; and the Concord group here, the Lake Poets, the Carlyles, 
and finally Tolstoy. The author pictures the greatness of these men of letters who 
were also farmers. More literary than philosophical - and a bit too precious for the 
general market. 


Saintsbury, George FRENCH LITERATURE AND ITS MASTERS 7 Knopf 
33.00 

A series of articles, written for the Encyclopedia Britannica and now 
edited by Huntington Cairns, have been posihumaously collected here in one volume. Here, 
once again, is evidence of the scholarly exactitude, the critical detachment, logic 
and originality which made Saintsbury one of the outstanding figures of several genera- 
tions, his work a lasting one. The first section consists of biographical sketches, 
with some literary commentary and full bibliographical reference, on Joinville, 
Rabelais, Montaigne, Corneille, Mme de Sevigne, Racine, Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rousseau, 
Balzac and Gautier. The second part is a brief history of French Literature up to 
1900 - important as orientation, evaluation, and resume.... For reference, school, 
college, public libraries. 


Schuman, Frederick L. SOVIET POLITICS AT HOME AND ABROAD ts eh vi Knopf 
; $4.00 
This comes closer to being a history of the Soviet than anything I have 
read. Against a background of history, Schuman sketches the foundations of the Rus- 
sian Revolution, the roots of communism and its leadership, the progressive steps, - 
party schism over Brest-Litvosk, the reign of terror, the N.E.P. and the S-years plans, 
and Russia under the shadow of fascism, more realistic than the western powers. The 
main part details the development of the Soviet state, the goal - freedom through 
destruction of exploitation - and the inevitability of its acceptance of power poli- 
tics. Throughout, there are vivid biographical sketeches, The last section deals 
with Russia at war - with the vacillation which culminated in acceptance of compromise, 
the United Nations, and with an analysis of the Soviet way of life. Very informative if 
not inspired reading. The author is Woodrow Wilson Frofessor of Government at Williams, 
author of several authoritative books. 
Ewen, David-comprled by LISTEN TO THE MOCKING WORDS Arco 
$2.00 
Anecdotalia of the music world - that incorporates odd bits of musical 
history along with smart sayings, capsule criticism, miniature biography, entertaining 
incidents... Violinists, pianists, singers, conductors, composers, Classic and modern 
- this is the more frivolous and irreverent side of musicianship, that should prove 
the extra, special gift for those particularly interested in music. Illus. by A- 
Birnbaum. (11/15) 


Tennien, Mark CHUNGKING LISTENING POST Creative Age 
$2.50 

An account of the work and preblems of American missionaries in China 
after Pearl Harbor, written by the Maryknoll priest who coordinated and financed them 
from Chungking. A close-up of the missioners -- their intrigue with the circumvention 
of the Japanese -- their heroic ministrations to the Chinese -- their suffering at 
the hands of their captors and torturers. A tribute to the missioners and Chinese, 
with full details of’ torture, with personal glimpses of China's leaders. A modest, 
self-effacing report, anecdotal in quality. Too bad it isn't better written, 
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Greenfield, Helen YOUR DOG IN THE CITY Crown 
$1.00 
imperative book for the new dog owner, lacking 
How to Ratse a Dog (S & S) and not covering as 
fully or ably the problems of urban dog life. however, this does give an idea on 
raising and training a puppy, specific city problems (laws about dogs, etc.), diets 
and treatments of ailments, treatment of old 


An adequate rather than 
the charm of Kinney and Honeycutt's 


with meat rationing considered, causes 
dogs, of females. Sensible, kindly, patient - at times controversial. 


Martin, John Stuart - Ed. A PICTURES HISTORY OF RUSSIA Crown 
$3.75 

no doctrine to promote - but simple one main purpose, to 

instruct the average man in the street, to help plain people obtain a plain picture of 

who the Russians are, where they came from, what they have done, who has led them. 

Here is one of the world's great new forces - and most of the rest of the wovld is 

ignorant about them. The bibliography suggests many facets of the picture - different 

lines to follow. The book is primarily what it calls itself - a picture history. It 

must have taken deep difgingto unearth some of the material - old prints, paintings, 

sketches from old sources, maps, etc. The more recent photographic material is much 

of it fine, but all in all the value of the book lies not in the quality of the crafts- 

all-inclusiveness, and in the running 

The reproduction and 


No axe to grind, 


manship and the art of photography, but in its 
text and captions which build together to achieve the goal. 
printing might have been better, if it had not been done on war paper and conditions 
not conducive to the best of book making. 


Ostreicher, J. C. THE WORLD IS THEIR BRAT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
(Essential Books ) $2.50 


What it takes to make a foreign correspondent and why -- by a veteran of 
many years abroad andat present the Foreign Director of International News Service. 
The author comes through with many valuable tips for the aspiring cub reporter, the 
desirable backgrounds, censorship, communications, personality qualifications. But 
chiefly this book is a vehicle, in the poor memoirs' tradition, for a collection of 
personal anecdotes about the newspaper great, -— Pyle, Trefaskis, Kilgallen, Reynolds, 
and others. Included also is an account of Lovell Bennett's one-way assignment over 
Berlin, now published in expanded form as Parachute Over Berlin. Rambling. Casual 
reading. | 

MeBr ide 
32.00 
- the other 


71 


Webster, H. T. WEBSTER - UNABRIDGED 


This makes the second Webster cartoon collection this season 
is rather more specialized in its focus, 7'o Hell With Fishing (Appleton-Century - 
F. 414). Where that collection was drawn from all of his series, and confined to one 
subject, this taps the various cartoon classics produced by Webster, and offers his 
own choice of his best (aided and abetted by Frank Sullivan, who supplies the intro- 
duction). Tne Timid Soul, Bridge, Caspar Nilquctoast, Life's Darkest Moment - who 
advises 


doesn't know and enjoy them? Sullivan calls him - "Vitamin Webster" and 
either. He 


> ; ; } Fe - } v7 + 5 
serving with breakfast » aS a €00d start to the day. He is not jus +. fun, 
tilts at his own pet windmills, ~ stupidities, shams and smugness. (11/19) 


McInnis, Edgar THE WAR: Fifth Year Ox ford 

$2.50 
The yalue of this series lies chiefly in its reference use now and in 

the future, for Frof. McInnis of the University of Toronto is making this a record of 


history in the making, with text, maps, documentary appendices, chronology, tables | 
} i y ] : Sr 
and the texts of documents. He gives us fast moving pictures of the European, 


Pacific and China-Burma-India theatres of war. In the months between October 1y43 
a " ‘ tre j 

and September 1944, the German High Command was facing the knowledge of inevitable 

defeat and the necessity for revising their plams. This book records the tremendous 


a] 
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alterations on the eastern front, the period of frustration in Italy, and the opening 
months of invasion of Normandy and recapture of France. On the whole the text is 
simply a running account, with too little color and drama and personalities to make 

it popular for mere reading. But occasionally the author injects comments and criti- 
cism, as he does in the case of Churchill's speech praising Franco for non-interven- 
tion. The general point of view is so objective that ane could not tell - in the main 
- that the author was a Canadian... Useful for reference; rather dull reading. 


McNairn, Jack & MacMullen, Jerry SHIPS OF THE REDWOOD COAST Stanford Univ. Press 
$3.00 

Another volume ina series issued by this press which contribute to the 
history of transportation in this country. A very special item, this, dealing as it 
does with the "s eam schooners" - authentic West Coast term for the little wooden 
ships originally used primarily as lumber carriers, later converted into cargo vessels, 
and finally into as varied careers as gambling barges, tenders for fishing ficets, 
tankers, and garbage ships, before their final demise in the ships' graveyard, Rotten 
Row. The story is embellished with anecdotal and personal material about the skippers 
- Scandinavians chiefly, the pilots in hazardous "dog hole" ports, the hazards of a 
rocky coast, and the competition with the steel vessels. Illustrated with fine photo- 
fraphs. 


Lee, M. P. CHINESE COOKERY Translantic Arts 
$1.50 
The Gourmet would find this less alluring than B. Y. Chao's How to Cook 

and Fat wm Chinese (John Day), but the average cook will feel that it is much easier 
to follow and makes fewer demands upon an almost esoteric mentality. In other words, 
this is a straight from the shoulder first Chinese cookbook for the American cook, 
containing 100 practical recipes, but not giving detailed instructions about ways of 
cooking. The introductory chapters outlines the basic differences between Chinese and 
American methods - ways in which vegetables are cooked, mixed dishes, preparation of 
meats, use of vegetable oils, and so on. The main groups into which the recipes fall 
are rice and noodles, poultry and meat, fish and efgs, soups, vedetables and salads. 


Heymann, Hans WE CAN DO BUSINESS WITH RUSSIA Ziff—Davis 
$<. 50 
Eric Johnston sets the key:- "We can do business with Russia and Russia can 
do business with us!" Hans Heymann,one time economic advisor to the foreign office of 


the Weimar Republic, writes authoritatively from first hand knowledge of the scope of 
Russian business in the past, and belief in the future. It is illuminating to see on 
what a grand scale such business existed before World War I1 and Lend Lease. Here is 
@ resume of the American engineers and industrialists and American enterprises - evi- 
dence of faith in Russia's ability to produce and to pay. Their confidence goes far 
to offset the anti-Russiam propaganda, political and economic. The Dnieper Dan, the 
steel mills, the coal mines, the canals, etc. before the war are proof that greater 
industrial development lies ahead. They need what this country can offer. Johnston, 
Nelson, Batt, Averill,tsrriman, Wendell Willkie, Henry Wallace, and Franklin Roose- 
velt all had that faith, and the facts Dr. Heymann puts forward convince the open- 
minded reader. He offers facts, figures, data on banking relations with the Soviet, 
on Russian economy of production for use, and he concludes with a five year program, 
challenging. Not a book to be pushed aside, but one to be studied by 


rezlistic and : liticans 
economists 2nd business men, as well as Americah po 1 ans « 


American Industrialists, 
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@ PLEASE NCTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


John Day 


Cant, Gilbert - THE GREAT PACIFIC VICTORY - from 11/30 to 1/?? 464 


Doubleday Doran 


Ciano, Count G. - THE CIANO DIARIES - definite price $4.00 459 


Harper 


Cassirer, &. -— LANGUAGE AND MYTH - definite date 1/< 4069 
Flesch, Rudolph - THE ART OF EFLAIN TALK - definite date 1/39. Price 


from 33.00 to $z<.50 


Little, frown 


Sayers & Kahn - TEE G: 


on NAVNICS OTT ie | 


GREAT CONSPIRACY - from 2/3 to 2/4 404 


(= 
a 
t 
~ 
bs 


Macmillan 
Hutchinson, Keith - RIVAL PARTNERS - from 11/?? to </13 404 
Random /louse 


1/23 (C) 377 


ft 


Wylie, I.A.R. - HO, THE FAIR WIND - from 11/16 to 


& Viking 


Feuchtwanger, L. - STORIES *ROM FAR AND NEAR - definite date 11/23 360 


Whittlesey House 


Dean, Vera M. - THE FOUR CORNERSTONES OF FEACE — postponed to spring 483 
Harra To ry A GQUTDE TH aonmugore meope | m : Yet: 
marrar, Bebe & JeGe ww 2ULUSL TO SOUTHERN TREBS- post poned to spring B9o0 











ca BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service sz 38 Bank Street 
mam HN a 


Vol. XIII November 15, 1945 No, 22 


RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: = Me. G 


Edited by opr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Miller 


Note to the Trade:- The Christmas season is almost as tmportant a pertod in which to 
promote successfully the sale and distribution of religtous books as is Lent or Easter, 
The quality of the material reported in this supplement suggests that you have an un- 
usually good opportunity for spectal display, promotion and sales, Call to the atten- 
tion of local ministers and leading laymen the opportunity offered for examination of 
books in this freld tn a carefully selected display. Check earlier Religtous Book 
Supplements (this 1s the fifth of the current year) and make a representative selection 
appealing to all denominations and fatths. Include in your display such books as 
Steinberg's A PARTISAN GUIDE TO THE JEWISH PROBLEM - reported on P. 238 - Bobbs-Merriil) 
and THE JEWISH DILEMMA by Elmer Berger (Devin-Adair - reported on P. 488). 


i 
| 
| 


Erratum: Please note correct pudlisher order for titles reported on pages following: 











Eddy, Sherwood PATHFINDERS of the World Missionary Crusade (Abingdon) 509 
Johnson, Paul £. PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION (Abingdon) 509 
Smith, Roy L. KNOW YOUR BIBLE series (Abingdon) - 80% Mg 
de la Bedoyere, Michael NO DREAMERS WEAK (Bruce) 506 
Farnum, Mabel THE WOOL MERCHANT OF SEGOVIA (Bruce) 508 
Jordan, Mary V. NOW AND FOREVER (Bruce ) 508 
Fulop-Miller, Rene THE SAINTS THAT MOVED THE WORLD (Crowell) 510 
Cross, Christopher SOLDIERS OF GOD (Dutton) 510 
Babson, Roger & 
Zuver, Dudley CAN THESE BONES LIVE? (Harper) 510 
Bell, Bernard Iddings GOD IS NOT DEAD (Harper) 511 
Heard, Gerald THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO GAMALIEL (Harper) 906 
Parker, Eric - Ed. A BOOK OF COMFORT (Harper) 511 
Scherer, Paul EVENT IN ETSRNITY (Harper) 511 
Hawkridge, Emma THE WISDOM TREE (Houghton) 512 
Harrold, Charles F. JOHN HENRY NEWMAN (Longmans ) Slz 
Maynard, Theodore PILLARS OF. THE CHURCE (Longmans ) ole 
Sturzo, Don Luigi SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS OF OUR TIMES (Longmans) 513 
Vann, Gerald O. P. THE HEART OF MAN (Longmans) 513 
Gilkey, James Gordon WHEN LIFE GETS HARD (Macmillan) 513 
Peguy, Charles GOD SPEAKS (Pantheon) 514 
Finegan, Jack LIGHT FROM THE ANCIENT PAST (Princeton) 514 
Baillig, John WHAT IS CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION? (Seribner) 507 
Dorey, Sister Mary Jean OUR LADY'S FEASTS (Sheed) 514 
McMahon, Francis E. A CATHOLIC LOOKS AT THE WORLD (Vanguard) 514 
Baillie, John WHAT IS CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION? Scribner 
$1.00 


"The Battle of Britain," said Mr. Churchill on the isth of June, 1940, "is 
about to begin. Upon this battle depends the survival of Christian civilization." With 


-~ S07 - 
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this quotation, Professor Baillie begins the discussion of Christian civilization con- 
tained in this slim but by no means slight volume. This is no popular presentation. 
Indeed, the book is based upon lectures delivered at theological seminaries in Scotland 
and America. The argument is closely knit, to be followed only by the attentive reader 
familiar with his church history and philosophy of religion. The three sections of the 
book deal with the relations of Christianity and civilization in history, the Christian 
attitude towards contemporary civilization, and the future of the West. Dr. Baillie is 
realistic in facing the consequences of the continued failure of Christian ideas to 
have a more potent influence upon contemporaries civilization. But he is no pessimist, 
and his discussion of this subject is challenging rather than depressing. This is a 
book for clergymen, theologians and others striving for a working philosophy for the 
world of today. (41/5) 


de la Bedovere, Michael NO DREAMERS WEAK Bruce 
$2.00 
The sub-title states the purpose of this book to be A study of Christian 
Realism As Against Visionary Utopranism In Avoiding Another Great War and Making a 
Real Peace. The author is ambitious. He discusses "the dilemma of war,""the urgency 
of the post-war period," "national divisions and economic unity," "constructive lines 
for the peace," and he gives a character reading of Germany, France, Great Britain, the 
United States and Russia -- all in 168 pages. The following quotations will indicate 
who would be interested in this volume and who would not. "For me, the one great hope 
is and must be the Catholic Church.... Apart from doctrinal reasons, it is natural to 
see in the disciplined, united Catholic Church a spiritual and moral force that could 
be wielded far more quickly and effectively than can the large numbers of good men and 
women whose religious outlook is mainly self-inspired and self-imposed.... Moreover, in 
all this, I attach immense importance to the rightness of spiritual and moral outlook. 
And that righteous outlook is for me guaranteed by the authority, not to speak of ex- 
perience and record, of the teaching Catholic Chureh." (11/11) 


Heard, Gerald THE GOSFEL ACCORDING TO GAMALIEL Harper 
$2.00 
* One is apt to approach a "re-write" of the Gospel story with a certain 


amount of skepticism. It is hard to improve upon the New Testament! However, Gerald 
Heard's little book is unique. His basic idea, the manner of dealing with the subject, 
his insights and literary style are original. It is "the old, old story" told froma 
new angle by a master of the English language whose soul is sensitive to deep religious 
truth. As the title indicates, this is a story of the ministry of Jesus and the early 
Christian movement as seen by Gamaliel. This grandson of the great Hillel and teacher 
of Saul is portrayed as a sensitive, spiritually-minded religious leader, steeped in 
the finest of Hebrew tradition, but free of the narrow literalism of the Pharisees. 
Gerald Heard gives us an imaginative portrayal of his contacts with Jesus and of his 
impressions of the Master, even paraphrasing some of the teaching of Jesus and putting 
it into the language of the man on the street. He reports Jesus as speaking in col- 
loguial, almost slangy speech. But so true is Gerald Heard to the essential spirit of 
the Master that this interpretation does not offend the reader but throws new light on 
the great personality. There are also interesting character studies of Peter and Saul, 
while Gamaliel himself is portrayed most winsomely. There is no trace of sectarianism 
in this book and it should have a wide appeal. (11/7) 


Jordan, Mary V. NOW AND FOREVER Bruce 
$2.00 
The Catholic Literary Foundation's selection for October is the story of 
the religious pilgrimage of a man and a woman whose life and love carried them through 
the war in the Pacific. Madelon had been a problem child in the convent, but her life 
issued into serene faith. Michael Murray a physician and an agnostic was finally won 
to the faith by Madelon's example and influence, and when mortally wounded in battle 
was received into the church upon his deathbed. Too much pious talk inhibits the fast 
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action and clear character delineation necessary to a food novel. And it is too much 
of a novel to make it a good sermon. It is primarily suitable for the library of a 


convent. (Publ. ) 


Eddy, Sherwood PATHFINDERS Abingdon-Cokes bury 
of the World Misstonary Crusade $2.75 


This book consists of thumb-nails sketches of some of the great figures in 
the foreign missionary movement. While brief accounts are given of the pioneering 
work of such men as Carey, Judson and Morrison, the main body of the book is devoted 
to contemporary personalities with whom Sherwood Eddy has been associated for fifty -»* 
years. Appreciative and discerning appraisals are given of the contributions made by 
such figures as Robert Wilder, Henry Luce, Ida Scudder, Samuel Zwemer, Albert Schweit— 
zer, Robert E. Speer, E. Stanley Jones and John R. Mott. Ome could only wish that 
this volume might have included an account of the life and work of Sherwood Eddy who 
was the friend and associate of most of those he writes about. Protestant ministers 
and laymen interested in missions will find this volume stimulating and interesting. 
Good for supplementary reading in mission study classes. (Publ.) 


Johnson, Paul E. PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION Abingdon-Cokes bury 
$2.00 

This reads like a text-book for theological students in which the Professor . 
offers in digest form the gist of his lectures. As such, it shocld be useful to other 
students of religion who have not the privilege of sitting under Professor Johnson at 
Boston University. Religious experience is examined from many angles, for the author 
shows himself at home not only in the field of psychology, but in church history, the 
social sciences and biography. He employs questionnaires and interviews, experiments, 
and mental tests in his study of religious experience, including prayer, devotion, 
worship, belief, sin and conversion and the function of the church. The point of 
view is that of liberal Protestantism. Clergymen and other students of religion, 
psychology and social institutions will find in this volume a condensed statement _of 
the position of an outstanding Protestant scholar on the psychology of religion. ( Pub.) 


Smith, Roy L. KNOW YOUR BIBLE SERIES Abingdon-Cokesbury Fress 
Each $,25 -6 @ $1.40 -12 @ $2.60 


Study Number 9: Paul Writes Scripture in Prison 
Study Number 10: Three Letters and Five Traits 
Study Number 11: The John Books 

Study Number 1z: fhree Gospels and A History 


These four paper covered study books complete the "Know your Bible Series" 
written by editor of the Christian Advocate, well known Methodist preacher and publi- 
cist, with the assistance of an editorial board of six theologians, also Methodists. 
The series is designed to give to laymen a basic knowledge of the background, structure 
and content of the books of the Bible, as modern Biblical scholarship reveals it to us. 
The information is given in question and answer form and written in popular non- 
technical language. They should be of particular value for use in discussion groups 
Bible classes, but only those ready to accept the results of Biblical criticism will 
find them usable. (publ. ) 


Farnum, Mabel THE WOOL MERCHANT OF SEGOVIA: Bruce 
St. Alphonsus Rodgrigugse $2.00 


In simple narrative form, Miss Farnum here presents the life-story of one 
who might have become a merchant prince but who chose instead the life of a humble 
self-denying servant of Christ. Alonso Rodriguez was one of the early followers of 
Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesuit order. Such was his saintly life and his 
record of service to the poor and humble of the island of Majorca that he was venera- 
ted during his life-time, and later canonized as St. Alphonsus Rodriguez. Against a 
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metting of 16-17th century Spain, the author gives all the traditional stories, the 
legendary events and the miraculous occurrences, the value of accepted historical 
facts, but withal gives us a picture of a gentle, seife«denying mystic “who went about 
doing good" under the inspiration of the Virgin of the Immaculate Conception. This 
is hagiography in story form, of interest only to Catholics who ask no questions but 
simply believe. (Publ.) 


Fulop-Miller, Rene THE SAINTS THAT MOVED THE WORLD Crowell 
$3. 50.. 
With so many lives of the saints rolling off the presses, one is apt to 
approach a book with a title like this with some skepticism. Is it different? Has it 
any relevance to life today? Or is it just an uncritical eulogy of an historical per- 
sonage whom the church has called great? René Fulop-Miller knows the modern world of ; 
letters, is familiar with the contributions of philosophers 9nd psychologists, bat Uiithecsns 
with it all is a deeply religious person, a devoted - He here endeavors 
to make five saints of the church come alive to modern readers. His thesis is that 
the five basic qualities of Christ are renunciation, understanding, love, will and 
enthusiasm. Accordingly, he believes that a composite picture of perfect humanity 
emerges from the life stories of St. Anthony, the Saint of Renunciation; St. Augustine, 
the Saint of the Intellect; St. Francis, the Saint of Love; St. Ignatius, the Saint of 
Will Power, and St. Theresa, the Saint of Ecstasy. Fulop-Miller writes well, but his 
philosophy and psychology blur the outlines of the character portraits he draws. He 
starts with a thesis and uses the five saints to illustrate it. One wishes he might 
have given us the five saints and let us draw our own conclusions. Another query - 
Are there no "saints" who have no "St." before their names? And are there none to be 
found in the modern world? The author designedly writes for people of all faiths, but 
naturally Catholics will be more interested in his book than others. (11/20) 


Cross, Christopher SOLDIERS OF GOD: True Story of the U.S. Army Chaplains Dutton 
tn collaboration with $o.75 


This may be considered the official account of the service rendered by the 
ministers, priests and rabbis who served as chaplains in World War II. The author, 
tapping the wealth of material contained in reports sent to Washington headquarters, 
has revealed many examples of heroism on the part of chaplains of all faiths in the 
far-flung battlefields. They shared the dangers of battlefield and prison camp; they 
occupied no safe spot in rear echelons. A frankly uncritical trief for Army chaplains, 
designed to gain recognition of their contribution, and as such a book which should 
have wide reading. It is to be regretted, however, that too many of these chaplains 
speak like swash-buckling generals though. (11/19) 


Babson, Roger & Zuver, Dudley CAN THESE BONES LIVE? Harper 
$2.00 
This is a blast against "professional religion," "the ecclesistical mind" 
and "the church hierarchy" as the authors have found these phenomena in the Protestant 
churches of America. Roger Babson, known principally as a diagnostician of business 
conditions, has long been interested in the application of Christian principles to the 
problems of the work-a-day world. For that application he turned to the church and at 
one time served as the moderator of the General Council of the Congregational Chureh, 
what he saw of the inner workings of the ecclesiastical organization has brought to 
him a bitter disillusionment, which he has spread on the pages of this book with the 
collaboration of a like-minded theological professor. Babson and Zuver find little 
but dry bones in the life of the church and doubt if they can be made either to live 
or to bring life to a needy world. Anyone who knows the church life of America well 
would have to admit that there is all too much truth in the indictment brought by these 
authors, Those who do not knowthe church will have their indifference or prejudice or 
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antagonism intensified. Who will benefit by reading it, it is hard to say, unless it 
be that there are some churchmen who are unaware of or complacently indifferent to the 
conditions in the church which make for formality, professionalism and clericalism and 
so keep many people away from the church. One could wish there had been more by way 
of constructive remedy. (Publ.) 

Harper 
$1.50 

¥ Dr. Bell's sermons and articles are so well known within and without the 
church that a large reading public should be assured for this new volume from his pen, 
Those who have learned to expect from Dr. Bell a searching analysis of contemporary 
civilization, a trumpet call to real faith in God, couched in epigrammatic language 
and a gripping style will not be disappointed in the sermons (or essays) which consti- 
tute this volume, Bernard Iddings Bell is a modern Jeremiah. Like the Jeremiah of 
popular conception, he is a prophet of gloom. He is avowedly "skeptical about the 
worth or permanence of modern civilization." He feels that the aims of fovernment, 
industry, education and even the Church have been based on the assumption that man is 
"a comfort-loving beast whose leading hopes are those born of greed, of crudely animal 
desire," ---"a clever porcine vertebrate, sufficiently happy if the trough be full, 
contented if the sty be clean". He is under no illusions that any high ends have been 
served by our victory in the war. “As the first World War was fought to make the 
world safe for democracy without God, so the second World War was fought to make the 
world safe for imperialism without God," he says. Few readers will agree with all of 
Dr. Bell's contentions, but, like Jeremiah of old, he should stir the conscience of a 
still complacent America. As in the case of Jeremiah, too, a more careful study of 
his writings reveals him to be much less a prophet of gloom and judgment than a spokes- 
man for a vital faith in eternal values. Although Dr, Bell is a high church Anglican, 
his message is for all, - for all kinds of Protestants, for Catholics, especially for 
Vast multitude of laymen to whom religion does not matter much, for he aims to be 


Bell, Bernard Iddings GOD IS NOT DEAD 


the 

"an apostle to the people who don't go to church at all." (Publ.) 

Parker, Eric A BOOK OF COMFORT Harper 
$1.50 


The wa’ is over, but the suffering and sorrow brought to human hearts is 
by no means ended. This little book is an anthology of inspiring poems; letters and 
other quotations designed to bring consolation and hope to those who need it. It is 
wrought out of the author's war-time experience of anxiety and sorrow over those near 
and dear to him. It is therefore no mere theoretical need which the book is designed 
to meet. However, the book will have a continuing value beyond that of meeting the 
needs of war-stricken hearts. For, in addition to the opening section on "Sudden 
Death", succeeding parts deal with "Children", "Husband and Wife", "Near and Dear", 
"Friends", "Doubt", "Prayer", "Rain and Sun", and "Two Worlds", and the concluding 
pages contain a "Calendar of Thoughts" for daily reading. Quotations are included from 
many sources, for the most part from American and British writers and poets as well as 
from the Scriptures. This is a book which ministers and laymen of all faiths would 
find helpful not. only for their own use but to put into the hands of bereaved and per- 
plexed souls. (Publ. ) 


Scherer, Paul EVENT IN ETERNITY Harper 
$2.00 

Over the past twenty-five years Dr. Paul Scherer has been in great demand 
as a preacher and lecturer. And rightly so, for Dr. Scherer has the gift of expression _ 
which can make deep and abstract truth real and vivid. In this his latest volume, Dr. 
Scherer shares with a wider public, lectures given at Emory University, Union Theo- 
logical Seminary and elsewhere. They deal with the magnificent passages of chapters 
40 - 66 of the Book of Isaiah, expounding their meaning and signficance for that and 
every age. Clerfgymen and other students of the Bible will find this an illuminating 
and inspiring volume, although not as brilliant as some of the author's other writings. 

(11/7) 
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Hawkridge, Emma THE WISDOM TREE Houghton, Mifflin 
$3.50 

This is a very readable book. Its title and table of contents including 
chapters on "Magic-making","Animal Gods", "Sumerians," "Esyptians," "Persians," “He- 
brews," “Greeks,” "Christians," "Muslims," "Hindus," "Buddhists" and "Chinese" would 
lead one to suppose this to be an ordinary "history of religions". It is not that 
kind of a book. As the author states in the preface, this book was started in order 
to tell a twelve-year-old boy the story of the beginnings of the great religions of 
the world. But as the author became fascinated with the subject, she confronted 
questions for which she had no answer, found customs and beliefs for which she had no 
explanation. The book as finally produced is the result of many years of searching 
for the answers and explanations. It is the story of one mind's search for the truth 
in all great religions, and an interpretation of the discoveries made in that search. 
The author did not come out of the experience a believer in any religion. One sus- 
pects that she began the study as an agnostic and that her selection of material and 
her interpretation was determined by her agnosticism. In any event, the conclusion 
of the matter for her is that all religions are out-—moded, that in this scientific 
age mankind should be brave enough and mature enough "to live as if there were no God" 
and "to find his virtue uncompelled by fear." And yet the author is wistful, desiring, 
even in the modern world, that “worship continue in the possibility of awe and wonder, 
and sometimes gratitude," and that ethics take the form of "a search for conduct that 
ts life-giving according to the laws of the universe." She has moments of nostalgic 
yearning for the values of the great religions, confessing that "in their highest 
moments the religions rose so high that they are still mountain peaks that few have 
visited." No adherent of any religion would agree with the author's main thesis or 
with many of her interpretations of the faiths of mankind. But all would find them-— 
selves challenged and stimulated showld they have the courage to read a book which is 
so frankly critical of many of the presuppositions and practices of the religions of 
the world. Illustrated with photographs and drawings by Theresa Garrett Eliot. (Pub,) 


Harrold, Charles Frederick JOHN HENRY NEWMAN Longmans, Green 
; $3,50 
* 1945 marks the centennial of the abjuration of the Catholic priesthood by 


Ernest Renen, and the conversion to Catholicism of John Henry Newman. Both figures 
have been influential in the religious world. However, few will note this year's 
centennial of Renen's fateful decision, while many, both Catholic and Protestant, will 
recall the hundredth anniversary of Newman's acceptance into the "one fold of Christ." 
No doubt this will be but one of many books and articles dealing with Newman to be 
published this year. The author in his preface states no fewer than 10,000 books and 
articles were published to celebrate the centenary of the beginning of the Oxford 
movement. It is safe to say that no book on Newman published this year or any otHer 
year will throw more light on-the intriguing personality of Newman. That the author 
is a non-Catholic adds to the value of the work, for he brings to it complete ob- 
jectivity, and gives us a dispassionate, but thorough account of the development of 
this unique personality. Professor Harrold says that "he is seeking to understand 
(Newman) as a man and as a writer and religious thinker." He succeeds admirably in 
imparting it to his readers, After a brief survey of Newman's life in the earlier 
chapters, in which he shows us why and how the Anglican divine became a Catholic, the 
author proceeds to survey in detail the rich variety of his mind and work - as re- 
ligious thinker, poet, historian, novelist, critic, autobiographer, controversialist, 
preacher and educator. Anyone interested in seeking to discover the secret of a great 
soul, would enjoy this book, be he Catholic or Protestant. {(Publ.) 


Maynard, Theodore PILLARS OF THE CHURCH Longmans, Green 
ne , 6 £) 2 tio! 
- Theodore Maynard has had a-religious pilgrimage which has taken him through 
the Plymouth Brethren, the Baptist and Congregational Churches and finally to the 
Church of Rome. He has certainly immersed himself in the tradition, history and dog- 
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matie tenets of the church of his adoption, judging by this volume. Twelve "pillars 
of vhe Church" are chosen for treatment in this volume. They are Saint Benedict, 

Saint Patrick, Saint Bede, Saint Dominic, Saint Louis, Saint Thomas More, Saint Teresa 
of Avila, Saint Francis Xavier, Saint Philip Neri, Saint Vincent de Paul, Coventry 
Patmore and Mother Cabrini. The biographical sketches are brief, but give a good idea 
of the life and chief spiritual contribution of each character. This is a book through 
which the Catholic layman may absorb something of the results of scholarly historical 


and biographical research. (Publ.) 


Sturzo, Luigi SPIRITUAL PROBLEMS OF OUR TIMES Longmans, Green 
$2.00 

Luigi Sturzo is an Italian sociologist and philosopher, but, above all, 
he is an ardent Catholic, a moving spirit in Catholic Action, the movement which 
would make the Catholic faith dominant in all areas of life and thought. The present 
volume is divided into two parts, "The Quest of the Truth” and "The Quest of the Good." 
The first part will be of interest primarily to the philosopher and the theologian. 
But the second part, could be understood and appreciated by any thoughtful layman. Here 
he deals with the relationship of inner piety to the outside world, and makes many 
suggestions as to how the average Catholic layman who is neither a mystic nor an as- 
cetic may make his faith come alive in the modern world. Of particular interest is 
his account of the influence of certain Italian laymen in the modern age, his emphasis 
upon the reading of the New Testament, and his interpretation of the Beatitudes. This 
is a book’ which will appeal to the Catholic scholar or intelligent layman, although 
Protestants interested in studying the trends of modern Catholic thought will find it 


illuminating, (Publ.) 


Vann, Gerald THE HEART OF MAN Lonémans, Green 

. : Saree 2,00 

The author is evidently attempting to meet the questionings concerning 

Christian truth of those who have been driven into sketicism by their study of psy- 
chology and science, It is therefore a book designed primarily for those who are un- 
churched because of their own intellectual difficulties, It is the argument of a 
Catholic who sees in his church the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Morality 
and worship, education and family life, the reconciliation of the teaching of the 
church with rev©aled truth -- these are the chief preoccupations of. the writer. 
Catholics might find this a useful volume to place in the hands of their intellectual 
friends whom they would win for that church. (Publ.) 


Gilkey, James Gordon WHEN LIFE GETS HARD Macmillan 
$1.50 
* The brilliant minister of the old First Congregational Church in Spring- 


field, Mass., here shares with a wider public another series of his extremely practi- 
cal and helpful sermons. As the title suggests, this particular series deals with the 
crisis that come to most lives sooner or later. The subjects indicate how "down to 
earth" is this preaching. "When Your Faith Falters," "When You Need Inner Quietness,” 
"When You Have Too Much To Do," "When You Need Strength To Carry On," "when You Must 
Spend Your Life Doing Little Things," "When You Must Make Readjustments," "when You 
Must Master Fatigue," "When You Meet a Permanent Frustration," "when Death Takes 
Someone You Love,“ "When You Wonder What God Is Doing In Your Life." pr. Gilkey 
knows human nature and he also knows literature, ancient and modern, and from both 
sources he culls many effective illustrations to buttress his arguments and to drive 
home his points. He is a liberal Protestant and many will miss the warmth of his 
evangelical messages to which they are accustomed. But those who need a fresh and 
original and intellectual approach to religion will find just that in these sermons, 
and ministers will find here a wealth of illustrative material for their own sermons. 
(11/20) 
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Peguy, Charles GOD SPEAKS Pantheon 
$1.50 

* Charles Peguy seems to be coming into his own in the religious world of 


America. That this brilliant philosopher and writer who was killed in World War I 
really deserves this belated recognition, a reading of this volume of selected poems 
will demonstrate. This is religious poetry at its‘best. The thought is profound, but 
the language unbelievably simple. The affect is majestic, inspiring; the means used 
familiar and earthy. The English speaking world is greatly in the debt of Julian 
Green for the translation of Peguy's works and, in this volume, for the accompanying 
introduction and interpretation. While Peguy was a Catholic, his poetry is free from 
the slightest suggestion of sectarianism. He deals with the great universals which 
belong to man and to God. This is great poetry and great religion. (Publ.) 


Finegan, Jack LIGHT FROM THE ANCIENT PAST Princeton University Press 
$5.00 

This is a monumental work of scholarship, designed to give the archeologi- 
cal background of the Hebrew-Christian religion. The author, a professor in Iowa 
State University endeavors here to show in detail how the discoveries of the archeo- 
logical research of the past 150 years have thrown light upon the history of the He--~- 
brew and Christian religions. The discoveries of the archeologists, rightly inter- 
preted, enable us to reconstruct the civilizations out of which these religions spring 
and in which they developed. The author begins with the rise of civilization in the 
valley of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and then proceeds to examine the develop- 
ment of culture in Egypt, in Palestine and then successively the Assyrian, Babylonian, 
Persian and Roman empires are studied in the light of archeological discoveries. Thus 
a connected and gontinuous history of the civilization of the Mediterranean lands where 
the Hebrew and Christian neligions flourished is given with the supporting evidence 
supplied by archeology. Those interested in archeology, in history, as well as Hebrew 
and Christian scholars will find this an invaluable reference book, (Nov. ) 


Dorey, Sister Mary Jean O.P. OUR LADY'S FEASTS Sheed & Ward 
$1.50 

This is a happy combination of skills and imagination of the deepest re- 
ligious devotion free from any self-conscious pietism. The author, a young religious, 
is a distinguished craftsman; the black and white illustrations covering the life and 
the feasts of the Virgin Mary are scissor silhouettes, of the most delicate and sensi- 
tive quality. They are entrancing and in combination with the simplicity of the prose 
achieve rare beauty conserved by the excellent format. The book is specifically dedi- 
cated to young Catholics. (Publ.) 


McMahon, Francis E. A CATHOLIC LOOKS AT THE WORLD Vanguard Press 
$2.75 

Here we have a vigorous and well-written exposition of the world view of a 
liberal American Catholic. An internationalist, a socially—minded advocate of sweeping 
economic and political reforms, Professor McMahon handles without gloves many a deli- 
cate and controversial subject, always from the point of view of a broad-minded but 
none-the-less staunch Catholic churchman. His analysis of the present world situation 
is penetrating. The "sophisticated barbarism" advocated by the totalitarian regimes 
was made possible, by exaggerated nationalism, economic disorder and spiritual bank- 
ruptecy. He has a chapter on "The Failure of Christians," in which he defends the 
Vatican policies regarding Nazism, Fascism and Communism, but indicts his fellow 
Catholics for failure to observe the antithesis between these ideologies and the 
Christian faith. He is equally sharp in criticism of the role of liberals in the pre- 
war period, and maintains that Catholic doctrine, buttresses foundations of democratic 
ideas. The author is an out-spoken New Dealer, but is afraid of collectivism which he 
calls "a death trap." He condemns communism, but advocates cooperation with Russia. 
He is sensitive to the charge of "clericalism" and minimizes the danger that the 
Roman Catholic church will "take over America". This book should be a liberal educa- 
tion for Catholics and others interested in the position of a liberal Catholic leader. 
(Publ. ) 
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A CHILD'S FIRST BOOK Garden City 
$.50 
Surely popular merchandise item in a large colorful book of familiar ob- 
jects, the letters of the alphabet, numbers and hours of the day. Illustrated by 
Rinar Nerman in full color and two color. Lacks the distinction of H. A. Rey's recent 
alphabet book, but good value at this low price. (Publ.)(Rather perishable boards.) 


ernest, Edward 





Harris, Laura AWAY WE GO Garden City 
.50 

A lively book with an oridginal idea. Brisk, bustling pictures by Jane 
Flory tell how things move, - cars, trains, boats, bicycles - and where they move, - 
on roads, on rails, by air, by water, on wheels, tracks, slides, swings, and: on four 
feet or two. Attractive pictures - colorful. Sound value. Board Binding. (FPubl.) 
Stohlberg, Doris -— pictures by LITTLE DUTCH TOYLAND Grosset & Dunlap 

$.5C 


A familiar poem included in numeroos anthologies here dressed out with 
gay pictures showins Holland as a quaint, shining little land of windmills and lace 
Ge caps and dog carts and tulips and wooden shoes. Somehow it seems singularly inept at 
this moment - even for children of an age where devastation of war is unknown. Straight 
merchandise appeal - a must not for schools or libraries where children should start 
right even at picture book level. Pretty pretty and saleable. (Publ.) 


Brice, Tony BABY ANIMALS Rand, McNally 
3.60 
Colorful cloth book for the very young - and cute pictures of beguiling 
Pups, kittens, calves and other baby animals in classic style. Standard merchandise, 
but food value in that cloth books are at a premium and always needed. (11/15) 


4 


iJ 


Rand, McNally cloth book BABY'S REAL MOTHER GOOSE Rand, McNally 
$.60 
This isn't as successful as the animal book - an unappealing standard 

selection of the most familiar and hackneyed nureery rhymes printed on cloth. Dull, 
outmoded, with such details as bewisged gentlemen, long-haired boys and skirted bakers, 
suggesting the technique of the eternally popular Wright pictures but in this format 
appearing static and wooden. However, the Wright Mother Goose wins im each senera- 
tion, so this will probably have comparable appeal. (11/15) 


TOY BOOKS & PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Robinson TOOTKA, The Little Fussian Train Am. Soc. for Russian Relief 
$.50 
A delightful story of a little Russian train that runs for the pleasure of 

children in the amusement park. Gay adventure - bubbling crayon drawings - a warm 

friendly feeling throughout makes Tootka a natural favorite for children of any land. 
& This is sound propaganda in the best sense — simply an assumption of common interests 

and likable characteristics whether the setting is Russia or America. The books can 

be secured at Russian Relief headquarters everywhere - or 5 Cedar st. NY¥C 5. (Pubi.) 


- 615 - 
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Wohlberg, Meg JUDY'S WONDERFUL DAY Crown 
$1.00 
An animated picture book of dependable merchandise value ina story pic- 
ture book of Jody's fourth birthday - of the more or less routine start of the day - 
and of the surprise party and the presents. Gay pictures with animation mechanism, 
which will be highly successful for about two rounds! Sules appeal wholly. (Publ.) 


Zzaffo, George FREDDY AND THE FIRE ENGINE Crown 
$1.00 
Another animated book on a slightly older level. It is the story of a fire 
department at work at a fire. The same sort of format - plastic spiral binding - 
board covers and ,animation mechanism in all too breakable heavy paper - but in addition 
a good many pictures combined with the text, in somewhat postery techniques and three 
color reproduction. Picture book - play book level will find the text overlong, even 
for reading aloud. But five and six year olds - keen about fire engines - will like 
it. Merchandise appeal primarily. (Publ.) 


Smith, Leonore Rose - arranged by FIRST NURSERY SONGS Garden City 
5-50 
: : he ‘ : 
* Very good value this collection of 24 of the most popular nursery songs, 


lightly and colorfully illustrated by Fini in postery colors, and somewhat cartoon 
type figures. Simple arrangements of the music for use with pre-school level. (Fubl.) 


is i 
Rey, H. A. Min 


1 riunts Garden City 
FESD THE ANIMALS --- WHERE 


¢ t 
t 
S MY PASY? --- ANYBODY HOME? $b. 50 


Three ney favorites originally published in picture book format and now 
reissued in stockin#’ book riniatures. Unfortunately, they are doomed to brief life 
because of their soft covers and light bindings, but the pictures are gay and appeal- 
ing and the guessing element, a5 folded back sections of the pages reveal something 
underneath seems sounder - from the progressive parent point of view than the animated 
picture books above. (Publ.) (Two-to-four-year olds love them. )* 


Brice, Tony LITTLE HIPFO AND HIS RED BICYCLE Rand, McNally 
$1.00 

A happy story, gaily illustrated in black and white and color, of a little 
brother hippo and his big brother. Simple, satisfying story of the red bicycle that 
big brother owned and little brother wanted - and of how he tried to make a wooden one 
for himself and took so long over it that bis brother outgrew the red bicycle and 
little brother's dream became reality. Almost none of the personalizing of animals - 
and the extent to which it is done is innocuous. (11/15) 


McCracken, Russell THE GENTLE SIRAFFE Rand, McNally 
$1.00 
* Second in the "Slottie Toy" series of books this is an engaging story of 


Ginny Giraffe who wanted to leave the circus and who had quite an adventure on her 
afternoon off. Susanne Suba's pictures are light-hearted and gay and appealingly 
modern. The cardboard slottie figures are bound into the back of the book and may be 
inserted in the board. (Of course there's always the problem of losing track of the 
little pieces.) Slightly more story content than the average toy book. Good merchan- 
dise. (Fubl.) 


NEW EDITION OF CLASSICS 
(Hyperion Press) 
Bellew, Patrick - Illus. GULLIVER'S TRAVELS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.00 
wo of the Voyages - the Voyage to Liiliput and the Voyage to Brobdingnag 
- retold and illustrated in the English tradition. The humor of the pictures seems 
sometimes a trifle forced, but the story quality and the details will appeal to 
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children of the age to enjoy this somewhat simplified version of the famous story. A 
more permanent type of binding than most of the Hyperion books - improvements too in 
type face - good color reproduction of somewhat conventional drawings. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 


Steiner, Charlotte THE SLEEPY QUILT Doubleday, Doran 
$1.00 
Appealing pictures of a little boy who didn't like to go to sleep until 
his grandmother gave him a story-book quilt. Then the figures on the quilt took him 
in hand and off he went on adventures in quiltland.... A good going to bed picture 
story book, which should challenge the imaginative parent to further expansion of a 
good idea. Paper and board binding. Small picture book size. (Publ. ) 


Salten, Felix - retold by FAIRY TALES FROM NEAR AND FAR Philosophical Library 
$2.00 
Felix Salten's name may lure a few unwary purchasers to this book despite 
its unprepossessing format, poor typography, greyish paper, and wooden illustrations, 
in black and white, and garish pink and blue. Even the content has little recommend 
it Here's what the publishers say about it;-" ...should do much to acquaint our 
little ones with the dreamlands of the boys and girls offi%ther nations. The stories 


are highly entertaining, and have, at the same time, educational as well as moral value. 


..-Well, we prefer our fairy tales in more beguiling dress, thank you. Third rate. 
(Publ. ) 


Murtagh, Janet - adapted by WONDER TALES OF GIANTS AND DWARFS Random House 
Florian -tdlus. by $4.00 
Be sure of your child before selectin3 this as a gift, good value as it is 
with lots of pictures and impressive oversize format. There are children who demand 
scarey stories - and there are children who would have a full sized attack of night 
nerves after seeing these pictures and hearing these stories. There are some more 
“gentle stories" included (/humbeltna); there's a fresh sense of selection in the 
inclusion of a Paul Bunyan story and David and Goltath; the balance are the old favor- 
ite giants and dwarfs. It is the pictures that stress the frightening aspects. (Publ) 


Jones, Mary Alice TELL ME ABOUT TEs BIBLE Rand, McNally 
d< - C0 
The large audience for Miss Jones' previous books, Tell Me About God and 
Tell Me About Jesus will assure a ready market for this one. Similar in approach and 
mechanical device of question and answer method, this undenominational approach to 
stories in the Bible relates their significance to everyday experience. Illustrated 
with appropriate drawings of modern children by Pelagie Doane. (11/15) 


Ross, Diana THE LITTLE RED ENGINE GETS A NAME Transatlantic Arts 
$1.75 

. Exceptional illustrations by Lewitt-Him for this distinguished picture-- 

story book (with more text than the usual book in that class - hence its classifica- 


tion for reading aloud). For me the pictures had something of the quality of Bemel- 
mans (in /adeletne) or some of Slobodkin's work. It is the story of an engine that 
lacked a name, and there's a happy ending when the English king gives it a name. The 
rhythmic pattern makes it fun to read aloud, and the pictures go along with the story 
so that four and five year olds can share it with the still younger members of the 
family. (Publ.) 


Be) 
[= 


(A new publisher - address - 69- i10sth Street, Forest Hills, N. Y.) 
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FIRST STEPS IN READING Story Books 
Tousey, Sanford TED AND TRAPFER JOE Doubleday, Doran 


61.50 
If you have a customer who bewails the fascination of the comics for her 

small sons, suggest these Sanford Tousey books as good "bridge books" to more sub- 

stantial fare. This new one is a covered wagon story of the Oregon Trail, of fur 
trapping, of Mountain Men and Indians. As always, there are loads of pictures to 
take third and fourth grade readers over the mechanical hurdles of vocabulary, and 
there's plenty of action in the story to keep them going. Twin boys, traveling with 
their family, are attacked by hostile Indians - only Ted is spared while Harry es- 
capes with the horses, only to be captured by the Indians. iventually, throudéh the 
Mountain Man who rescues Ted, the boys are reunited. (Publ.) 


Gall, Alice & Crew, Fleming SPLASHER Ox ford 
De ° CO 


For the eight and nine year olds in this group, and the ten year olds in 
the next -—- a story of a young muskrat, and his life with Old Muskrat along the river. 
He has many friends to share his adventures, and the factual background of the life 
and the things that happen are scientifically sound. This is a companion volume to 
Ringtatl and Bushy Tatl. Pictures by Zlse Kostelmann. Rather full type page may 
discourage readers who would like the story. 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Bartlett, Ella H. - fd, STEPHEN FOSTER SONCS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS Whittlesey 
b2 00 

14 well known Foster favorites especially arranged and simplified for 
young musicians by Mario pe and illustrated with line drawings in two color 
by Stephen J. Voorh - There's a brief biographical introduction, with comments on 
the selections which are chosen with a young audience in mind, and which are also 
selected so that each type of music Foster wrote should be represented. So-so as 
merchandise item; he competition with the opulent Golden Seng Book will be difficult 
for this more sober book. (FPubl.) 


i = 


FAC? BOOKS FOR THE g-12's 


Eltin, Mary - tm collab. with WE ARE THE GOVERNMENT Doubleday, Doran 
Gossett, Margaret $2.00 

> A crisp attractive job of popularizing the story of our federal sgovern- 

ment, its organization and function. In concise, meaty text, with animated charts, 

spot drawings, and illustrations by Jeanne Hbok, the book outlines the departments 


and branches of the Federal Caeannanit. Bus hunters, home economists, patent officers, 
food and drug administration, and many of the human aspects of government are in- 
cluded along with the story of the TVA, of conservation, Civil Service, how a bill 
becomes law, Emergency War Agencies, Interstate Commerce, Post Office, and Washington, 
D.C. itself. A challendging chapter, We Are The Government, brings the subject to the 
level of the young reader's responsibility. Attractive format and simple approach 
will bring into line readers who would shy away from average civics texts. Index. 


J.L.Ge ({(Pubdl.) 
BOOCRS FOR You! PEOPLE 


Self, Margaret Cabell - fd. A TREASURY OF HORSE STORIES Barnes 
$3.75 
See full report on this excellent collection of stories, poems, pieces 
about horses - with its broad range of inclusion in classic and modern material.P.479. 
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BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service sz 38 Bank Street 
I RAL eA ccc cr 


Vol. XIII December 1, 19409 No. 13 


FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT:- No. 22 
FOR THE PICTURE BOOK AGE 


Foldaway Series ROLLO IS A BUNNY by Nettie & Robin King Garden City 
SUSIE. IS A KIJTTEN by Nettie King & Leonard Werisgard Each $.25 
JOHNNY IS A PUPPY by WNettre King & Ertka Werhs 
The basic idea is sound, - that of following the events in the days of 
children's pets, left to their own devices, and doing it in pictures, on each section 
of an accordion book, with running captions below the pictures. The panorama reverses 
itself,so the child turns the last page and starts back again, rounding out the day. 
The difference in the three lies in the quality of the illustrations. I liked the 
kitten the best, the Weisgard pictures have a warm, tender quality that makes one want 
to hug the kitten. The puppy and the rabbit both are drawn with somewhat human at- 
tributes in caricature. Printed in colored lithograph on heavy (tut not imperishable) 
paper. (11/£6) 
Ridéway, Marton V. « THE BATH BOOK Howell, Soskin 
Mapes, liary A. $1.00 
A picture book (pictures in color by Hildegard Hopkins) in the tradition 
of the Rey books reviewed in the last issue (P. 516). The pages are doubled over, 
making one picture, and open up to make a second. And the idea back of it that all 
sorts of animals and water folk like baths just as much as children do. Good size, a 
bit larger than stocking book size, board cover and spiral binding. (Publ.) 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Howell, Virginia WHO LIKES THE DARK? Howell, Soskin 
| $1.50 
* % This is the most successful book in this field that has come my way. There 


is no negative suggestion of being afraid of the dark, but rather the positive sug- 
gestion of all the nice things that happen after dark. The prose has a lyrical 
quality - almost scanning - and never slips into too sentimental a vein. And the 
pictures by Marjorie Thompson are enchanting. They are simple, bold in coloring, and 
have a quality of depth so that you feel almost as if they stocd out from the page. 
It is a wholly delightful book, charmingly done, and with that comforting sense that 
one needs here. (Publ.) 


Harris, Laura THE HAPPY LITTLE TRAVELERS Wm. Penn Publ.Co. N.Y.C. 
$1.00 
Another toy book in the animated classification. The trains, boats and 
cars, planes and buses on which youn¢s Ben and Ruth make a trip from Texas to New York 
move with the aid of pulls at the side of the page. All evidence points to a pretty 
precarious trip, as the animations (by George J. Zaffo) take the automobile to the 
very edge of disaster, overload the boat, and so on. Straight merchandise value. 


ArASSTC® * TyEYpr ce ee (Publ. ) 
CLASSICS “ INEXPENSIVE JUVENILES * REPRINTS 
Doane, Pelagie-Jilus. by ANIMALS HERE AND THERE Garden City 
$. 50 


An animal picture book with more information than the average book in its 


- 0763 - 
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class, this covers typical animals of farm, city, brookside, meadow, woods, and each 
section has an identification page, containing a sketch of each of the animals covered 
in the full page illustrative section that goes before it. A brief factual text, for 
children a bit older than picture took age, supplies information as to the natural sur- 
roundings, how they live, etc. The text is designed for adult reading - too small for 
primer age. Pelagie Doane has illustrated the book in full color and black &« white. (Pub.) 


Florian - Illus. by THE BIBLE PICTURE BOOK ~*~ Garden City 
$.50 
Six Old Testament stories have been chosen for this book. The first ones 
are most successful in their presentation, - with the text (King James version) abridged 


to bring the familiar stories into a page or page and a half compass. One could wish 

this procedure had been followed throughout. The story of Joseph, the story of Moses 

and the escape from Egypt, the story of David and Goliath all seem long to hold the at- 
tention of the five to eight year olds. And the book, with its lithographs in full, 
color-and in black and white on every page, seems gauged to that age level. In the hands 
of a sympathetic adult the book could be successfully presented to small children. But “™ 
in the main, I feel there are more satisfactory books in this field, though perhaps not 

at this price, which places the book as an excellent Walue for merchandising. (Publ.) 


Kent, Florence - Jllus. by FIRST NURSERY STORIES Garden City 
$. 50 
The selection is excellent for the first read aloud age level - five and up 


- and lots of color in the illustrations makes this good merchandise (though the quality. 
of the illustrations leaves a good deal to be desired). The stories included are Little 
Red Hen, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Henny Penny, The 
Gingerbread Foy, The Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding Hood, Caps for Sale.48 PP. 


(Publ. ) 
Andersen, Hans Christian FAIRY TALES from Ox ford 
Illus. by Tasha Tudor $3.50 
I have rather mixed feelings about this new edition of Andersen — new in 
the selection of <6 not unduly hackneyed stories - and new in the type of illustration. 


Tasha Tudor has done tetter work than this; some of the drawings are exquisite, with a 
real sense of the fantasy quality of the stories as in the picture for The Snow Queen 
some seem standardized derivative Kate Greenaway, as tn Zhe ligly Duckling, some are 
distinctly unchildlike, as in The Mermaid and The Real Princess. There's less of the 
humor Tasha Tudor usually puts into her work, and there's an occasional sentimentality. 
The —. V. Lucas translation has been used for a majority of the stories which provide 
a wholesome blend of those no Andersen collection can omit with some rarely used. dJ1 
in all. The stories wil] have to be read aloud, as the type chosen is too small for 
the reading ability of most children at fairy tale level. Gift book - high price 
merchandise. 
LOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6/9) 

Sharin, Eugen-rewritten by THE SEVEN VOYAGES OF SINBAD THE SAILOR Duell,Sloan & Pearce 

Illus. by Osear Fabres (hyperion Press )-#<.00 


Sinbad. isn't as easy reading as tradition would have us believe. Even I - 
who gobbled fairy tales in wholesale fashion -never went back after the initial read- 
ing. Hence the putting it under the Read Aloud section. The retelling may help popu- 
larize the stories. The illustrations have a gay postery quality, but on closer in- 
Spection, there is a queerly incomplete effect in the color plates, and some of them are 
rather frightening. Merchandise value chiefly lies in the extensive use of color.(11/16) 


Reyher, Becky MY MOTHER IS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WOMAN IN THE WORLD Howell, Soskin 
Illus. by Ruth Gannett $1.50 
* This is nice. An original folk tale retold from childhood memory set against 


a wheat field of Russia and the people in and around it. A little girl loses her mother 
and in explaining whose little girl she is, reiterates, "My mother is the most beautiful 
woman in the world". One gets a feeling of friendly comradeship, a glirpse of Russian 
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fa corner of life among the simple country people. 
Cc 


festival celebration, a picture of a 
The pictures are delightful - lots of color and action and humor and a decorative 


quality throughout. (Publ.) 
ALLESKY OF CHILDREN Meday 
$1.00 
Oddly enough no copyrisht credit is given - perhaps the Harrap edition, 
issued in 193%, was not copyrishted over here. Some of the stories included in the 


Milne, Ae He 


collection have appeared in other volumes, and one wonders why they seemed worth re- 
issuins as they are Milne at his least appealing. (Publ.) 





Wyckoff, Marjorie Morrison A CHILD'S BOOK OF HYMNS Random House 
$1.50 
" A family book - a top rankin#’ merchandise value in its pretty dress-silt 


and roses and lambs and postel shades for the paper and board binding and the Masha il- 
lustrations throughout. A few pages heave decorative drawinjs in black and white. And 
Masha has a faculty for detail work that children often enjoy in contrast to the bold 


simplicity of much of teday's picture making. Eidhteen familiar hymns, with simple 
arrangements by Marjorie Wyckoff, and the accepted text versions. (12/3) 
Ageton, Arthur A. MARY JO AND LITTLE LIU Whittlesey 
= a? fa 
Content of this story is at the six to eight level - mechanically, it might 


be difficult for a child below third or fourth grade to read to himself. A friendly 


story of a little Chinese boy who met - and became friends with - a little American 

girl next door. The little friends a toys, and exchanged explanations about the 
customs of their own people. The setti - x wealthy Chinese home - is something nev, 
for we get a preponderance of peasant characters in books atout children of other lands. 


Black, white and red illustrations ty Olive Bailey. Good Type. Boards. (Publ.) | 
RS? SLEPS IN READING - Fact Looks 


Bernstein, Aline MARTHA WASHINGTON DOLL BOOK Howell, Soskin 
31.00 


{ 

m . ° 9 oi ° : : I 

The first half of this book tells about Martha Washington, wife of the first 

President of the United States. Decorative drawinégs in line show details of the furni- 


Shings, the household articles » and some of the dress accessories worn and used at the 
time, and the text gives further detnils of the life and of the costume needs that 
Martha Washington must have had. Thenfollow pages of doll cut outs and costumes - | 
dresses Martha Washington might have worn. The two doll fiéures are both intended for 
Martha, one as a basis for the every day costumes, the other for dress up. Here is a 
play book with a very original idea and a sound saben tase’ element. The book is bound 
in heavy board, with en unprepossessing stylized overall cover showing Mt. Vernon. 
Spiral binding permits removal of the paper doll sheets without destroying the book. 
(Publ. ) 
Estrin, Michael - £d, FUN FOR A RAINY DAY knickerbocker Publ. N.Y.C. 
$1. 00 
This is a useful book at a very moderate price, but when it comes to qual- 
ity, we prefer the Horowitz Child's. Treasury of Things-to-Do (Kart Publ. Co. - see P. 
soe). The Estrin book is paper bound, larée pamphlet form, the illustrations are crude 
yrisinsgly extensive, - fun with paper, 
knots, wire sculpture, table games, shadov pictures, mafic, trieks with handkerchiefs, 
a 


and seem dated, old-fashioned. The coverage is sur 


1277 les eos < ‘ S te in< > a rs 
puzzieS, Soap carving, sketching, ete. J 3 a food many songs, too and some party 
: ac mm o 4 x ~ . e ana . j V 

ideas. The pases are overcrowded, and the appearance of the book is unattracti e, but 


+he » . : Pee eee a ier Se P . ? P ‘ 
the parent in need of inspiration for rainy dsys will find it a goldmine of supsestions. 
! (Publ. ) 


STORY LOOKS FOR THE 9g-12's 
Stong, Phil CENSORED, THE GOAT Dodd, Mead 
$a. 00 
* Ky tj > ni ‘ “> 3 : 
Kurt Wiese pictures and a Phil Stong text combine in sure passport to popu- 
larity for a story that has a slight ly more mature age appeal than ionk, The oose,etc. 
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Yes, it is slapstick and brash, but it is funny, and there aren't enough funny books. 
It's the story of a goat that became a Navy mascot,and that eventually was sent home 
because he made himself such a nuisance. Lots of plays on words, puns, early teen 
lingo - and the World War II setting gives it a sense of immediacy. (11/19) 


Nolan, Eleanor Weakley . SECRET ON THs FOTOMAC David Mekay 
ba .O00 
Background book of the War of 1l6lz< with more substance and story for read- 
ing level 9-11 than one can usually count on. Young Todd Bartholomew and Marcia Dene 
have an exciting friendship in Washington and its environs during the tense days of 
that brief war. There's a bit of mystery - and a finish that verges on the rah-rah. 
But the factual material is accurate, the setting sympathetically conveyed. Libraries 
and schools will find it fills a niche often neglected. The format suggests a somewhat 
younger audience than the text, with its wide mardins, open face type and illustrations. 
The spot drawings are nice - the full pages rather static. (Publ.) 


FOR THE 12 to 14 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Montgomery, Rutherford G. SEA RAIDERS KO! David MeKkay 
bz. U0 

World War II adventure in a submarine, with action plus the personal prob- 
lems of men in the close confines of the "pig boat". Spike and Tom, 'green' boys with 
promise, are assigned to a seasoned crew, and prove their worth. Detailed background 
material of training, of tests, of important missions, narrow escapes and lively adven- 
ture. Montgomery -— without being a classic writer for boys - is a good yarnster. His 
type of story often helps wean boys from the sensational comics, what I call good 
bridging books. In format ~ as with the book above — the sugdéestion is a younger audi- 
ence than the text. (Publ.) 

FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
McBride, Mary Margaret TUNS IN FOR ELIZABETH Dodd, Mead 
be. OO 

One of the best of these career books - factusl content thinly veiled as 
fiction. This time it is the story of how a girl, headed for newspaper work, finds a 
niche for herself and a future in radio. HMary Margaret, popular radio feature commen- 
tator and interviewer,has conveyed her own warm personality in the story she has told - 
and shared a generous portion of her sound knowledge with her junior market. (1i/1lv) 


Kelley, Robert F. -—Ed. THE JUNIOR SPORTS ANTHOLOGY Howell, Soskin 
be. 50 


Kelley is himself a better than competent sports writer, and here proves 
himself a sound editor, for his selection of stories of sport and adventure in sport is 
excellent. The material is drawn from writers of a past generaidon, such as «Kipling, 
from contemporary books (incidents lifted for their special quality), from famous writ- 
ers d@ earlier days, - Hughes, Fyle ete. - and from gleanings of periodicel literature 
and so on for stories illustrating specific sports. Most of the material is fiction - 
in some cases based on fact - and there are a few bits of tiography and fact. (Publ. ) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


THE B.O.W.S . harcourt, Brace 


rie e 


Gillmore, Mardalo « 
Collinge, Patricia | $2.50 
Gay to grim account of the overseas adventures of [The barretts of Wimpole 
Street, as the "show family" shook down into the unpredictable events that greeted them 
en route. Their personal affairs: included a bit of romance and a marriage -— awards 
from General Clark - lunch with General Giraud - tours and special performances - the 
audiences, the boys, their response. A bright amusing chronicle, a sidelight on the art 
and power of good theatre, and a book any boy or girl with the theatrical bee in the 


bonnet would do well to read thoughtfully. (For full report see P. 40«<) (Publ. ) 

Note 
Unless something of vital importance to our subscribers comes alons, this is the final 
juvenile book coverage for 145. 








